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Informal analysis techniques
Code walkthroughsCode walkthroughs

• Based on “playing the computer” operations

• Recommended prescriptions
– Small number of people (three to five)

– Participants receive written documentation from the designer a few days
before the meeting

– Predefined duration of meeting (a few hours)

– Focus on the discovery of errors, not on fixing them

– Participants: designer, moderator, and a secretary

– Foster cooperation; no evaluation of people
• Experience shows that most errors are discovered by the designer during the

presentation, while trying to explain the design decisions to other people.
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Informal analysis techniques
Code inspectionCode inspection

• Organizational aspects similar to code walk-through

• A reading technique aiming at error discovery

• Based on checklists; e.g.:
– use of uninitialized variables;
– jumps into loops;
– Non-terminating loops;
– array indexes out of bounds;
– mismatch between actual / formal parameters

• Writing a procedure that modifies a formal parameter
• Calling the procedure with a constant value as the actual

parameter;
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Java Code Inspection Checklist
by: “Praktikum Software Engineering”
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Important


